
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                



Children’s  Ministry 

VBS!   

We had a spectacular week of VBS with over 

250 children and volunteers hearing and 

participating in stories of God’s love!  In 

addition to Crafts, Recreation, Singing, and 

Snack Time, we added the component of 

Mission Outreach.  Over the course of the 

week, we did mission projects to spread God’s 

love within our church, our community, and 

our world.  Children prepared hundreds of 

bags of beans and rice for our Hope Chest 

food pantry, wrote Christmas cards to be sent 

out during Advent, prepared materials to 

make sleeping mats for homeless people, 

decorated flowerpots and planted flowers for 

our church, and donated supplies and put 

together more than 50 health kits to benefit 

UMCOR.  We truly lived out our Friday 

celebration, which was “Jesus Sends”!  

We could not have done it without the 

generous support of our congregation and 

countless volunteer hours from so many 

people.  Abundant and overflowing thanks to 

Jennifer Olberding (and her patient daughter 

Victoria) for making this a spectacular and 

meaningful VBS!!   

 

 

July KidsGrow! Aka KidsGlow!  

Our KidsGrow curriculum this month is 

“Glow in the Dark” and our Bible verse is “He 

[Jesus] said, ‘I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.’” John 

8:12b (NIV).  Each week we’ll talk about how 

Jesus is always with us in the darkness; when 

we’re worried, scared, have made a mistake or 

are lonely.   

 

 

 

 

 

KidsGlow Party 

We’re having a “Glow in the Dark Party – 

KidsGlow” from 6-8pm on Sunday July, 16.  

All are welcome to join us in Fellowship Hall 

for games, music, food and glowing!  We’ll 

have glow sticks and necklaces for everyone!  

Please wear your VBS shirt, or any other white 

shirt, so that you glow in the dark, too!  We 

hope to also have a “glow in the dark 

Chipmunk” that you might recognize from 

VBS!  

 

Upcoming KidMin Events 

Back to School Sunday on August 20 will 

include a ”Promotion Party” for the kids 

moving up a grade, a “Thank You” breakfast 

for our KidMin and VBS volunteers, and a 

“Welcome Back” treat for our summer 

travelers.  Party starts during KidsGrow at 

9:00, special breakfast from 9:30-10:30 and 

recognition during 2nd service.  Don’t miss out 

on the fun!  

 

 



Hope Chest School 

Supply Drive                         

July and August 

Once again we are 

collecting school supplies 

for the children of our 

Hope Chest Families. 

Please pick up a list at the 

"Little Red School House" 

in the Coffee Area and 

return your items to the 

"Little Red School House" 

during July and August. 

 

Back to School 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b45aca82eabfc1-pawnee1


Laity Report by Robin Richerson 

The Great Plains Conference members were introduced to our new bishop, Ruben Saenz Jr. and his 

wife Maye.  Bishop Saenz was newly elected to the Council of Bishops from the San Antonio Rio 

Grande District. The theme for the conference was “Therefore Go,” Know God, Proclaim Christ, 

Serve Others, Seek Justice. 

Bishop Saenz Jr. seemed intent on completing the task of uniting our conference that had previously 

been three separate conferences. In his address he reaffirmed that our conference realignment 

provides a larger pool of ministers, economies of scale and elimination of triple redundancy from 

the previous three conferences. Bishop Saenz spoke of our challenges ahead; a 70% decline in 

worship attendance, we have lost a third of the previously established small groups across the 

conference and a 5% decline in membership.  

He identified the five pathways for forward movement as we seek to unify in Christ; 

1. Small group involvement has decreased in recent years. Building relationships with our 

neighbors and other church members is imperative to future growth. If every church in the 

conference started just one new small group that would provide over 2,000 additional small 

groups to our conference as a whole.   

2. Establish a relationship with local schools. Most people establish a relationship with God by 

age twelve. Our volunteering in local schools, Vacation Bible Schools and Sunday Schools is 

vital. 

3. The enhancement and vitality of mutual ministry in each local church whether it is a large 

church, small church, urban or rural congregation. All are being called upon to offer the love 

of Christ and community involvement to everyone. 

4. A week of united and coordinated prayer and dialogue the week of September 3 – 9,, 2017 is a 

unifying conference-wide prayer vigil as a prelude to the Commission on a Way Forward and 

the planned 2019 special General Conference session to discuss human sexuality issues that 

threaten to divide the United Methodist Church. 

5. A culture of movement will get all clergy and laity within the conference in the proper 

spiritual attitude as we move in the direction the Spirit will lead us.  

 

Some of the business attended to by the conference included the consolidation of the three district 

offices into one office in Topeka. The conference voted to allow the Conference Trustees to make the 

purchases/leases/sales and/or construction to facilitate and make these transitions. 

In addition the conference voted on two Constitutional Amendments from the General Conference 

to include wording about gender similar to the wording used in the book of Disciple around race. 

Three constitutional amendments were voted on related to procedures for voting on delegates and 

Jurisdictional Conference responsibilities. The results for all voting will not be known until the votes 

from all conferences around the world are tabulated and announced. 

Continued... 

 

Great Plains Annual Conference 2017 



 

Health Benefits: It was voted on to provide 

clergy with health benefits in the form of a 

stipend to be used to offset individual 

healthcare costs. It appears as though it is 

impossible to find group healthcare that 

adequately serves all of the conference clergy 

justly, as some would pay extremely higher 

premiums than others with a group plan.  

Conference wide churches paid 89.4% of their 

mission shares. The Gateway District paid an 

average of 98.73 percent of their mission 

shares. 

Three Resolutions Passed: 

1. The right to peacefully address injustice, 

including boycotts, divestments and 

sanctions. 

2. Welcoming migrants into our midst, 

calling for concern for neighbors, co-

workers and friends who have been 

separated from their loved ones or are 

living in fear of being separated. 

3. A covenant partnership between the 

Great Plains and the Nigeria 

conferences, including promotion of the 

Jalingo Orphanage in the African 

country. 

 39 Clergy retired and 11 new Elders were 

ordained together with 15 Provisional 

Elders and one provisional deacon 

 27 clergy and 41 spouses of the Great 

Plains Conference passed away in the past 

year. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Robin Richerson, Lay Delegate 

________________________________________ 

Annual Conf. Cont. Student Ministry 

Youth Mission Trip  

The youth group will be on their mission trip 

to Colorado Springs, CO, July 2-8. Please pray 

for their safety and service while they 

represent their faith and their congregation, 

VVUMC. Again, a huge thank you to everyone 

who has supported us through prayers and 

gifts. 

 

Stockholder's Banquet  

Stockholder's Banquet is coming - put it on 

your calendar! We invite all of our 

"Stockholder's" to join us for an evening to 

celebrate and thank you for the support you 

have given to the youth mission team. The 

evening will include a nice dinner, program 

from the youth and update on how your 

donations made a difference in missions. If 

you weren't able to donate to shares of stock, 

we would still love to have you join us 

through a donation at the door. The 

Stockholder's Banquet (youth mission trip 

banquet) will be July 23, with dinner and 

program beginning at 5:30pm in Fellowship 

Hall. 



Mission & Service Calendar 

Children’s  Ministry 

July September August 
Hope Chest                                        
Mon. Jul 3, 10, 17, 24, 31               
Wed. Jul 5, 12, 19, 26                    
One Volunteer - Mon. 9-12                 
One Volunteer - Wed. 5:30-8:30   
Contact:  Julie Morgan                    
913-708-5922 

 

Stillwell Food Pantry                         
Tues. July  4, 11, 18, 25                        
One Volunteer – 11-4                         
Contact:  John Church                             
913-649-6354 

 

Lazarus Ministries                           
July—Moving 

 

Cross-Lines Commodities                     
Sat. July 1st  9-11:00 AM                                                                       
10-12 Volunteers                                                                           
Packing Groceries                                                                                    
Contact:  Steve Duggan                                
913-268-6083     

 

Youth Mission Trip                     
July 2-8                                                  
Colorado Springs, Colorado    

 

Pawnee School Clean Up Day              
July 15, 8:30-11:30                                 
Many volunteers                                    
Contact: Tim or Megan Williams                
913-681-1502 

Hope Chest                                     
Mon. Sept 4, 11, 18, 25                          
Wed. Sept 6, 13, 20, 27                          
One Volunteer - Mon. 9-12                    
One Volunteer - Wed. 5:30-8:30             
Contact:  Julie Morgan                              
913-708-5922 

 

Stillwell Food Pantry                             
Tues. Sept 7, 14, 21, 28                           
One Volunteer – 11-4                            
Contact:  John Church                               
913-649-6354 

 

Lazarus Ministries                                
Thurs. Sept 7, 14, 21, 28                         
5 Volunteers - 10-1                              
Sort Clothing & Stock 

Sat. Sept 2, 9, 16, 23, 30                                                                         
5 Volunteers                                                                                                                 
10 -1:00                                                                                                                   
Work Personal Shopper                                                                                                        
Contact: Lanny Bachtle                                                                                                       
913-268-7499 

Cross-Lines Commodities                     
Sat. Sept 2  9-11:00                         
10-12 Volunteers                                  
Packing Groceries                               
Contact:  Steve Duggan                               
913-268-6083      

 

Pawnee SnackPacks                                     
Be listening for the need for 
volunteers!                                                                  

Hope Chest                                         
Mon. Aug 7, 14, 21, 28                          
Wed. Aug 2, 9, 16, 23, 30                           
One Volunteer - Mon. 9-12                        
One Volunteer - Wed. 5:30-8:30                
Contact:  Julie Morgan                           
913-708-5922 

 

Stillwell Food Pantry                             
Tues. Aug 2, 9, 16, 23, 30                       
One Volunteer – 11-4                              
Contact:  John Church                                
913-649-6354 

 

Lazarus Ministries                                     
August—Moving 

 

Central UMC (Feed the Hungry) 
Sat. Aug 26                                            
10 Volunteers – 10:00-1:00                 
Contact:  Jeanne Smith                           
913-268-7499 

 

 

School Supply Drive                    
July/August                                          
For Hope Chest/Pawnee School              
Put supplies in School Box located in 
the coffee area downstairs    

List of supplies needed:                    
24 count crayons                                   
10 thick markers                                             
10 count colored pencils                                
pencils                                                      
folders                                                       
reams of notebook paper                               
glue bottles                                               
glue sticks                                            
single subject spirals                                       
scissors blunt & sharp             



Church Life 

Please join the Valley View United Methodist 

Men at 7:30 on Saturday, July 15 for breakfast 

and a presentation by Tim Williams  on an 

ancestor of his who participated in the early 

traveling of the Santa Fe Trail.  Tim is a long-

time active member of our church and we can 

look forward to a very interesting presentation 

on this part of our American history, as it 

relates to his lineage. 

 

 

Summer Special Music  

Anyone is welcome to sign up for 

summer special music.  The sign 

up sheet is on the bulletin board 

outside of the choir room. 

10:30am Service Sign-Up  

You can now use Signup Genius to volunteer 
as an Usher, Lay Reader, or Acolyte for the 
second worship service. Acolytes can also use 
this site to sign-up for the 9:00am service.  
Everyone was put in their current place for the 
month of April but feel free to sign-up or 
adjust the schedule as it works for 
you.  Thanks in advance for your service: 
http://bit.ly/2oheiAC  

Financial Update 

After 5 months, our giving has been ahead of 

expenses.  There are two reasons.  Our staff is 

working hard to carry on our ministries but 

save costs as much as practical.  We have an 

open position which has reduced salaries.  

Also, giving is up over last year due to special 

gifts and some who have paid their entire 

pledge early in the year.  As we go into the 

summer months, which always have reduced 

giving, we need to assure consistent giving 

and any extra giving you can do.  We all need 

to respond to this reality. 

Over the next few months we will address 

specific ways you can increase giving such as: 

working toward tithing and beyond, electronic 

giving, extra-mile giving, donating stock 

which has appreciated, giving from IRA 

distributions (possibly tax free), and giving 

from your estate while you are still alive, and 

of course including Valley View in your will. 

 

IRA Forced Distribution  

At age 70 ½ you must start taking money out 

of your IRA.  Your financial advisor can have 

some, or all, go directly to Valley View in 

check form.  This possibly can avoid ordinary 

income taxes and keep you in a lower tax 

bracket.  Please contact Dee in the church 

office for more details.  This is a way to pay 

your pledge and possibly give more. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4faaae29a4f49-valley
http://bit.ly/2oheiAC
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4faaae29a4f49-valley


Staff Information From the Office 
Pastors 

Rev. Neil Gately Rev. Bridget Gately 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 313 (913) 642-4400  ext. 312 

neil@valleyviewumc.org bridget@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Office  
Dee Hetlinger Amy Woodworth 

Business Administrator 
Scheduling &  

Administrative Asst. 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 310  (913) 642-4400  ext. 311 

dee@valleyviewumc.org amy@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Children  
Suzy Ayres  Leona Murphy 

Director of Children &  

Family Ministry 

Early Learning Center 

Program Director 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 320 (913) 649-5897   

suzy@valleyviewumc.org leona@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Shelley Dopp Meridith Hunt  

Early Learning Center 

Administrative Assistant 

Early Learning Center 

Assistant Director 

(913) 383-9146  

shelley@valleyviewumc.org Meridith@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Youth and Connections Special Needs Ministry  
Jamey Bentley Angie Beck, Twylia Church,  

Director of Youth  

and Connections 

Ginni Duggan and            

Julie Drew  

(913) 642-4400  ext. 321 (913) 642-4400 ext 322 

jamey@valleyviewumc.org eveningcare@valleyviewuumc.org 
  

Music  
Andy Morris Mary Haas 

Worship Leader Chancel Choir 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 316 (913) 642-4400  ext. 316 

andy@valleyviewumc.org mary@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Tina Gadwood Jan Barger 

Handbells Organist 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 316 (913) 642-4400  ext. 316 

office@valleyviewumc.org office@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Custodians  
Dave Wapelhorst Javier Ruiz 

office@valleyviewumc.org office@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Hope Chest Food Pantry    Audio and Visual 

Michelle Hess Joe Ayres 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 316  

office@valleyviewumc.org  

  

 Publication Deadlines 

The next publication deadline is July 23, by 

5:00 pm.  Please remember that we rely on 

these submissions in order to communicate 

with the congregation and community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Church Office Closed       

 July 4 - Independence Day  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Electronic Giving 

For your convenience, we have instituted 

electronic giving. This also provides much 

needed consistency for our church. There is no 

cost for you to participate. If you are currently 

giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer 

need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 

52 envelopes. And when travel, illness or other 

circumstances prevent you from attending 

services, this program will allow your weekly 

offerings to continue on an uninterrupted 

basis.  

To get started, visit the church website, or 

contact Dee in the church office. 

 


